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Set RESearch Free
Open Access is free, unrestricted access on the Internet to the same type of high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship that is 
available by subscription. Authors can make their articles openly accessible by publishing in an open-access journal or posting 
copies of their articles on an open Web site or repository after they’ve been published in a traditional journal.
You’re not able to access some of the articles you want to read online because many scholarly journals are available only to 
subscribers. Journal subscriptions — especially in science, technology, and medicine — can cost thousands of dollars each year, and 
some cost more than $20,000. 
Your library pays for many of these subscriptions (with support in part from your tuition) and some universities actually spend 
millions of dollars annually on journals — but they still can’t a!ord access to everything their students and faculty need. 
There’s an alternative to the closed, subscription access model: Open Access. 
With Open Access, the costs of publishing an article are covered by other sources — with sponsorships, publication fees, advertis-
ing, or a wide variety of possible combinations — so that everyone in the world can read the latest research online without paying an 
access fee. That’s why so many researchers, libraries, and universities support Open Access, and why more authors and journals 
continue to make the switch. 
Students — who read, rely on, and write for scholarly publications — have the power to change the way research is exchanged. 
With Open Access
SCHOOLWORK IS EASIER 
It’s a familiar story: You’re writing a paper for class and you 
need to cite articles from peer-reviewed journals. Eventually, 
you find an article that looks good — maybe via a search 
engine, a footnote from another source, or a reference in an 
index. You search the Web for the full text, but you can’t get 
past the abstract. You look on you library’s Web site but they 
don’t have a subscription. You’re stuck. Maybe that article 
would have been a major source for your work — you’ll never 
know. You don’t have access. Open Access changes that. No 
more worrying about whether you’re on the campus network 
or if your library has a subscription. If you’re online, you have 
access, period — anywhere in the world. 
everyone has access 
Open Access isn’t just for students and academics. With Open 
Access, everyone can read the latest research. Think of how 
important that could be to: 
??? ??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
ordered or on a trial of a drug that could treat a disease... 
??? ?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
developments... 
??? ??????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ???????..
Just as the Internet has democratized information, Open Access 
will promote sharing knowledge for the public good. 
Any subject you might think of — anything at all — you can look it 
up on Google or Yahoo! and learn about it. Open Access adds a 
massive inventory of reliable, scholarly sources to that free global 
library — quality ensured by the process of peer review. 
For more information on Open Access see Boston University Libraries Research Guide on Open Access:
http://www.bu.edu/library/guides/openaccess.html
The information in this flyer is from “The Right to Research” by SPARC, a division of the Association of Research Libraries. 
http://www.arl.org/sparc/students/
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